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The incident at Montréal's Concordia University that I want to 
share with you is entitled "The Banana Lady." 


The controversy involved an exhibition sponsored by the 
Concordia Women's Centre and a painting of a black woman 
carrying a load of bananas on her head. 


The exhibition's organizers, all of whom are white, decided 
that the painting was demeaning -- particulary to blacks, but 
to women generally -- because it reinforced stereotypes of 
women slaving away at the bottom of the social pecking order. 
The Women's Centre refused to display the work at its 
exhibition. 


The artist, who is also white, is a self-described feminist 
named Lyne Robichaud. She is also a Concordia graduate. Ms. 
Robichaud cried censorship. For several years her art had 
explored how women are represented in prehistoric mythology, 
and she said the painting was, among other things, "a homage 
to the monotonous everyday tasks that women have performed as 
mothers for thousands of years." It was a reminder to men and 
women alike that "women were gatherers and food providers in 
prehistoric cultures," and that their "knowledge of plants and 
nature brought about the evolution of agriculture and 
medicine." 


"The Banana Lady" incident went national, with the artist and 
the Women's Centre giving interviews on all the major TV 
networks, on radio hot-line shows, and in magazines and 
newspapers right across Canada. 


Everyone, it seems, had an opinion about Concordia's "Banana 
Lady""' and the wisdom -- or lack of same -- of censoring Ms. 
Robichaud's work. 


Some said that the controversy was the very essence of the 
debate about political correctness, the perfect example of a 
special interest group using political correctness to stifle 
free speech on University campuses. 


Others, including a black Concordia professor who commented on 
the incident, dismissed "The Banana Lady" controversy as a 
tempest in a teapot involving a bunch of ill-informed white 
liberals. 
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